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The following history of the Clinton Center Bap- 
tist Church was written by Kenneth Singer from records 
kept by the late Lois Tryphenia (Norton) Curtis. This 
history was presented at the afternoon service in the 
Clinton Center Baptist Church on Sunday, August 23, 
1981. 


HISTORY OF CLINTON CENTER BAPTIST CHURCH 


We are coming together today to review the history 
of the Clinton Center Baptist Church. Also, to pay 
tribute to the pioneers who have made possible this 
church and the beautiful and very productive farms 
which make up this community. As we do so, it is dif- 
ficult to visualize the hardships that these early 
settlers endured during those years, 150 years ago. 
Most of the early settlers came from Connecticut. 
Among the first were, Rev. Samuel West, 1808 and 
Robert Ledyard 1809. 

In September 1810, Levi Norton, David Gaylord, 
Rufus Grenell, S. E. North, and several others came 
on a trip from the township of Winchester, now called 
West Winsted, Connecticut, arriving in what is now 
called Clinton Township. They were so taken up with 
the prospect of the land that Levi Norton went to 
Philadelphia and bought nine parcels of land, con- 
taining 3000 acres, paying for it with "Pay Certifi- 
cates" which he had received as pay when he was dis- 
charged from the Continental Army, having served un- 
der Gen. Putnam in the Light Brigade. In later years, 
Levi Norton established his home on an elevation from 
which an excellent view of the surrounding country 
may be had. It became the Norton Homestead and was 
named "The Ridge Farm." Today, Mrs. Dwight Rude 
lives on this farm. (Levi Norton was the first 
person buried in the [Clinton Center Baptist Church] 
cemetery--1823). 

In 1811, Levi Norton fitted out his son, Alva 
and he came to Clinton, arriving Christmas day. Alva, 
accompanied by another man he met at Mt. Pleasant, 
came down the North-South road, and erected a cabin 
at the base of the mountain, opposite what is now the 
Clinton Center Baptist Church. The cabin was 10 X 
12, with split basswood poles for a puncheon floor. 
Little more could be done as winter settled in with 
four feet of snow. 


